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order to meet the views of the supreme court the whole duty of enforc the act was put upon officers of the United States. Warrant for the an or removal of a fugitive slave was to proceed in every case from a judge commissioner of the United States; this warrant was to be executed b; marshal of the United States, who could not decline to execute it unde penalty of $1,000, and who would be held responsible under his official be for the full value of any slave who should escape from his custody; all gc citizens were required to assist in the execution of the law when called up to do so, and a heavy fine besides civil damages to the owner of the si* was to be added to six months' imprisonment for any assistance given i fugitive or any attempt to effect his rescue; the simple affidavit of the p son who claimed the negro was to be sufficient evidence of ownership, su cient basis for the certificate of the court or commissioner; and this certific, was to be conclusive as against the operation of the writ of habeas corp
RESISTANCE AND MISUNDERSTANDING
The law, moreover, was energetically and immediately put into ope tion by slave owners. In some cases negroes who had long since escaj into the Northern states, and who had settled and married there, were seis upon the affidavit of their former owners, and by force of the federal g( ernment carried away into slavery again. Riots and rescues became f quent in connection with the execution of process under the law. One the most notable cases occurred in Boston, where, in February, 18 a negro named Shadrach wa^ rescued from the United States mars! by a mob composed for the most part of negroes and enabled to escape ii Canada.
It was impossible to quiet feeling and Establish the compromise measu in the esteem of the people while such a law, a part of that compromise, v being pressed to execution in such a way. Neither section, moreover, i derstood or esteemed the purpose or spirit of the other. " Many of the sla^ holding states," Clay warned his fellow whigs in the North, when they sho^ signs of restlessness under the operation of the Fugitive Slave Law, "a many public meetings of the people in them, have deliberately declared tl their adherence to the Union depends upon the preservation of that law, a that its abandonment would be the signal of the dissolution of the Unio] But most Northern men thought that the South had threatened chiefly : effect, arid would not venture to carry out half her professed purpose, shoi she be defeated. Southern men, on their part, esteemed very slightinj the fighting spirit of the North. They regarded it disdainfully as a secti given over to a self-seeking struggle for wealth, and they knew commerc wealth to be pusillanimous to a degree when it came to meeting threats war and disastrous disturbances of traded
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\ \                             Such were the conditions under which the presidential campaign of IS
11                        took place.   The democratic convention met at Baltimore on June 1st.   1
\\                        principal candidates for the presidential nomination were General Le^
J'j                         Cass of Michigan, Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois, James Buchan
11 t                       of Pennsylvania, who had been Folk's secretary of state, and former g<ossible to frame any law which would ive been palatable to the people of the free states. But the Fugitive Slave et of 1850 seemed to embrace as many irritating provisions as possible. In
